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110 ° GENERAL CHAPTER OMD 

CHRIST IS THE MEDICINE AND REMEDY OF OUR LIFE  

"I have come so that they may have life and have it abundantly" 

John 10:10 

 

 

Schema 

The schema that is text-based for discussion during the celebration of the General Chapter 

should be delivered to all the religious for review and it is subject to corrections and 

additions that will nourish the meeting. 

 

 

1. THEME: "Christ our medicine and the remedy of life"  

"I have come that they may have life and have it abundantly" (Jn 10:10).   

This is the theme, an analysis made among all religious, which had the largest guideline, 

and that is why we have chosen this guideline for our 110 General Chapter. It finds its base 

in the heart of the charism of  St. John Leonardi, who precisely from his particular 

pharmacological experience, identified in the person of Christ, crucified and risen, the 

remedy for the Church which is weakened and torn by doubts, divisions and scandals.  

This dimension has been explicitly confirmed by the Holy Father in 2006 when he declared 

St. John Leonardi as a patron saint of pharmacists, and is repeatedly emphasized by the 

Holy Father Benedict XVI in his memorable catechesis dedicated to our saint 7
th
 October 

2009, and that  is right and grateful return  to find luminous suggestion for our Chapter 

work:  

ñJohn Leonardi never lost his interest in medicine, because he felt that the professional 

mediation of the pharmacist would permit him to fulfil his vocation to the full, one in which 

he could pass on to men and women, by means of a holy life, "the medicine of God", which 

is the Crucified and Risen Jesus Christ, the "measure of all things". (Benedict XVI). 

They are the footprints we receive from the writings of our founder, from his professional 

formation and his experience on the field of effective therapy. Let us remember and recall 

the words of the most authoritative and ancient biographer, Bonafede , with foresight vision 

at the time when the father of our saint entered the shop of Antonio Parigi to make 

admission, he foresees that: "But God orders for other apothecary in which he has to learn to 

compose medicine for the more perfect soulò.  So much so then, on time, canôt do without 
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record faithfully: ñ He made  Leonardi to sit in the shop of a good and God ï fearing man 

called Antonio Parigi, where his father oblige, by contract, to serve for 7 yearsò
1
.  

In this 110th General Chapter let us return to the words of our founder to make diagnosis in 

our own time and to instigate that therapy that which allows us to live "in abundance. We 

want to hear again his "sweet talk" as it is written in a beautiful passage of  a Musical on St 

John Leonardi of 1997 and represented at Lariano on the OMD youth Meet:  

 

THE MIRACULOUS SPICES 

  

There are diseases, my dear John, that a herb or spice cannot heal.  

With sage (salvia) and almar (almarice) fever do disappear,  

the infirmities of an old equisetum heal.  

Plantagenet (piantagine) for throat, Partena for the head  

and valerian (valeriana) will give sweet dreams.  

 

Rit.  

 

But if your heart feels in a tight chest  

which herb you can use  

if not your sweet talk. 

  

There is no spice that removes the sadness, no herb subsided more furious anger. For 

melancholy and for jealousy certainly there will be no decoction or enema.  

Rit.  

If the heart tightens more 

speak and eyes can see  

Speak and ears can hear  

Speak and a man can fly  

Speak, John, speak of love  
 

(From the Musical in two acts about the life of St. John Leonardi: il Vento e lôaquilone, texts of Fr. 

Piccolo). 

Now the entire Order, that is called to celebrate the 110th General Chapter, acquire  the gift 

of  the Person of Christ as a remedy for our perennial ills, the poverty of our life and from 

Him refresh continually to have life and life in abundance.  

 The heart of our Chapter is Christ himself, He is  the author of life and the only one who 

heals all our illnesses of deformity. He, the Life, give us always life in abundance. We 

                                                           
1 GIUSEPPE BONAFEDE, Vita del P.Gio[vanni] cit., cc. 37-38. Antonio Parigi risulta in un elenco 

ufficiale stilato dallô Offizio sopra gli Speziali, n. 1 (1563-1673), Archivio di Stato di Lucca, 

Deliberazioni, Prima parte, A dô primo Gennaro 1564, Nota di quelli che al presente essercitano 

lôArte dello Spetiale in la Citt¨, carta 11 r.  
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Expect to live our Christian and consecrated life completely, without being constantly 

healed by Him and we  condemn ourselves to "survive" and not to "have life and life in 

abundance."  

A fundamental of our Chapter meeting is the unshakable certainty as the Pope has said that 

ñJohn Leonardi perceived what was the real medicine for these spiritual evils  and summed 

it up in the expression: "Christ éfirst of all", Christ at the centre of the heart, at the centre 

of history and of the cosmos. And, St John Leonardi said forcefully, humanity stands in 

extreme need of Christ because he is our "measure". There is no area that cannot be touched 

by his power; there is no evil that cannot find a remedy in him, no problem that is not 

resolved in him. "Either Christ or nothing!". This was his recipe for every type of spiritual 

and social reformò.  (Benedict XVI). 

Is not certainly that our saint must have learned at the  school  of saints and in particular 

these words of St. Bernard, who seem to succumb to his personal vision and vocation in the 

Church: "What is so deadly that  cannot be dissolved by the death of Christ? If so I will be 

reminded of a remedy so powerful and effective, I can no longer be disturbed anywhere in 

malignant disease. (From "Discourses on the Song of Songs" in St Bernard, abbot, Disc. 

61,3-5, Opera Omnia 2, 150-151)  

Obviously in the context of our General Chapter,it is not to study the issue from a  doctrinal 

point of view, but rather to renew our personal and communitarian commitment to Christ 

himself.  St. John Leonardi has taught us, and from this friendship bring forth an attitudinal  

design that gives life to a new horizon and hence a new direction.  

The 110 General chapter does not serve to go back on things trite,  whose final destination is 

to continue with institutional inertia or indefinites that directs or leads nowhere. Instead, the 

General Chapter serves to point out and give way for a new six-year period in the life and 

Mission Order. It also proposes appropriate means to travel along these paths. Thus hope 

remains vigorous and vibrant in the body of the Order, her life and her mission acquire a 

renewed significance and our ministerial function becomes more concrete and useful in the 

Church. This present General Chapter is then marked with an intention markedly operating, 

without disdain for this the reflections and ideas. Looking at the actions it requires, 

according to the cases, calls to certain and specific choices, to stop doing some things that 

you did, to do in another way the same things and to start new and different activities.  

In this particular optical emerge four thematic clusters of reflection and planning on whom 

we are called to confront before God and in light of our situation.  
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2.1. FOUR THEMATIC CLUSTERS  

The theme of the 110GC point out the source, the dynamic and the horizontal of charismatic 

identity and of the apostolic passion of every Leonardian, but its practical implementation is 

structured according to some life well-defined steps that we can summarize in the well-

known method: TO SEE,  TO JUDGE, TO ACT.  

In them we have to realize the vitality or the shutdown of charisma in the lives of  an 

individual religious and in the Order. The Chapter is convened to reflect specifically in 

these areas, to orientate, and to promote a path of  growth.  

The identification of the areas below follow the central idea of his medical check-up that 

gives us clinical an accurate picture of our state of health, allow us to identify weaknesses 

and fragility, we in indicating, in Christ our medicine and medicine of life, the recipe is 

sufficient and most appropriate therapy on a full and joyful life in the service.  

Here are the four thematic clusters of 110 General Chapter  

1. Diagnosis. ñWe must do this as a good doctor ...ò  

2. The recipe: ñChrist, or nothing!ò 

3. Therapy: ñJust grab the medicine ...ò 

4. Ready for life: to make radical and courage choices in ñStyle of Jubileeò.  

 

Below you will find the broad picture and then some traces in detail the essential meaning 

of the individual issues and the perspective for reflection. They are elements emerged 

during both meetings of permanent formation as in the Fraternal visits already implemented 

or about to finish. From the local communities and delegations each brother, is asked to 

focus on them to supplement, clarify and enrich these outline or scheme which will give life 

to the original document on which Chapter Fathers have to work.  
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1. Diagnosis:  

"We must do this as a good doctor ..."  
St. John Leonardi, Memorial to Paul V for the reform of the Universal Church. 

 

ñThose who wants to bring about a serious religious and moral reform should do above all, 

like a good doctor, an attentive diagnosis of evils that torment the Church and thus be able 

to prescribe to each of these evils more approriate remedyò 

(St. John Leonardi, Memorial to Paul V for the reform of the universal Church, n. 2)  

John Leonardi, first of all start from the symptoms, as it is right that every time you have to 

face disease and discover the cause before prescribing remedies. ñFor a man trained in the 

school as a kind of living laboratory, esprimenting and practice ahead of theory and this, 

even before the real plan, first at the conceptual levelò
2
.  

What is ultimately our current situation? It is from the situations (difficulties and 

opportunities, people and vital conditions) that arise hopes, intentions and plans. The 

temptation to theorize is always strong. Let us over come and look at the concrete situation 

in which we hear the appeals of the Lord. The situation, whatever it is, is always worthy of 

attention and respect, because it is the place where God comes to us and helps us with His 

Providence.  

--------------- 

 

1.1 "We are seeing so many harmful things and we donôt search the remedyò (C. 

128, ñin die sancti Bartholomaei, "Sermons, p.47).  

The ability of extreme clarity gained in years of professional formation is now remained 

indelible in his personal way of life, causes the Leonardi to make a question anything but 

rhetoric and useless when it comes ñto seeò our reality: ñAbout which eyes speak here the 

Savior?ò 

As expected, replication cannot be other that ñnot of the bodyò, but those of faith, ñfor 

which the eye sees, the soul, the things pertaining to our health.ò (ibid.). In the particular 

vision of faith, our reality appears to us immediately in its contrast with ñWord of the 

Cross.ò It is not therefore a diagnosis of "subjective", but a discernment that is always in the 

person of Christ dead and risen to its natural point of comparison.  

¶ What are the ñharmfulò things we see within our communities and from the entire 
Order?  

¶ What are our weaknesses, in the particular situation that the order go through?  

¶ What hurts the most when we consider our presence in the Order and its future?  

--------------- 
                                                           
2
 S.John Leonardi, Sermens., p.28. 
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1.2. ñNow you see that the root of all this evil, nothing more was that the proper 

opinion ...  

Everyone open the eyes and really come into himself ... and think in him to medicate that 

evil has drawn others to deathò.  (Letter of 8
th

  august 1598). 

¶ The founder individuals in an exaggerated individualism: ñ his own opinionò 

identified with a set of clear defects, such as, ñwhims, irritation, passions and our 

own interestsò, are the root of any discomfort. What form does this impoverishment 

in our relations and what are the consequences cause in our community life? 

 

¶ In an age like ours, which ñstrongly influenced by a vision dominated by relativism 

and subjectivismò, it must be a genuine Christian humanism which is able to 

harmonize reason and faith: what are the informationôs and pathways discovered in 

the life of St. John Leonardi and in our charisma?  

 

¶ The founder casts a glance at the reality, discovering how marked by a culture of 

death: ñthe evil that has drawn others to deathò. What are the symptoms you see in 

contemporary culture that can be identified as signals of death and on which we are 

not fully conscious to face them? 

 

¶ Where do you think that it takes root that painful ñsterilityò that which makes us the 

sterile from the vocational point of view and unable to make an ideal offer and a 

practice of values and truths, strong reasons for living and hope, which can and 

should concern everyone, especially the youth ?  

 

--------------- 

 

1.3 ñ Do you see that who ñnon obstat principiisò (donôt ospposite to the 

principles, "which then" sero medicina paratur (after long time prepared for the 

medicine)?ò  (Letter of 8
th

 august 1598)   

St. John Leonardi does not hesitate to accept contributions of human wisdom, as when uses 

even expressions detected by Remedia Amoris (5,21) of Ovid to argue that symptoms must 

be fought from the beginning, otherwise every remedy is useless for the healing.  

ñYou see how true it is that ñ qui minima negligit paulatim decidet?ò  (Sir 19:1): one 

who despises small things will fail little by little. 

ñYou see that ñex minimis magna oriunturò: From the smallest things, comes the great 

ones. 

These sayings are found in the letter of 8
th
  august 1598. Are summed up in phrases Gospel: 

ñWhoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in muchò (Luke 16:10).   
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¶ Let us able to see, with immediacy the distortions and contradictions with our 

fundamental choices of our life? 

  

¶ Let us activate quickly the remedies of faith or let certain situations become 

gangrenous till necrosis?  

 

¶ To what extent we live in a climate of fraternal correction that with courage becomes 

a point to recall the memory of Christ in relation to each of us? 

 

¶ Our faithfulness to Christ and our Constitutions and Rules is reflected in everyday 

life and fidelity of small gestures where really we play the validity of our response?  

 

--------------- 
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2.  The recipe:   

Either Christ or nothing !  
 

John Leonardi perceived what the real medicine for these spiritual evils was and 

summed it up in the expression: "Christ first of all", Christ at the centre of the heart, 

at the centre of history and of the cosmos. And, St John said forcefully, humanity 

stands in extreme need of Christ because he is our "measure". There is no area that 

cannot be touched by his power; there is no evil that cannot find a remedy in him, no 

problem that is not resolved in him. "Either Christ or nothing!ò This was his recipe 

for  every type of spiritual and social reform. 

 Benedict XVI 

 

It is to be truly touched at the deepest and intimate and is impossible to avoid a total  

pleasant suggestion to see how and what can be the subject matter -  John Leonardi has the 

gift of articulating his thoughtful consideration so that  tie - always and in all cases - around 

one essential point of reference vital  made only by the person of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 

  

That's why, mixing memory and contemplation, thoughtfully absorbed in drawing up his 

card S. John Leonardi says:  

"The spices does not make their smell while they are healthy, 

but broken shed their odour. 

This Christ did.  Then widespread odour when it was broken. 

When they opened his hands, his feet, his head and his side scattered perfect odour. 

The broken spices put in the fire, spreads their scent. 

Christ will place the flavour. 

This host was not too grateful if it had not been placed on the fire"  (Cf. Sermons, 

p.128)  

 

 

 2.1.  Personal encounter with Christ   
 

Inspired by the conviction that all human beings need this medicine more than 

anything else, St John Leonardi sought to make the personal encounter with Jesus 

Chri st his fundamental reason of existence.  

 (Benedict XVI)  

 

 The meeting is the fundamental category of Christianity.  indeed the Pope often repeat and 

also confirmed in the readings that he had done in the experience of S. John Leonardi,  

ñBeing Christian is not an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an 

event, with a person, which gives life a new horizon and the decisive direction "(Deus 

Caritas Est, n. 1).  

 

The event of Christ becomes present "now" in a phenomenon of humanity which is different 

that of the early. Man who live and admire the new styles of life, something that increases 

the confidence of living, the positivity, the hope and the usefulness in life and that moves to 

follow. 
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ñConsecrated persons can and must start afresh from Christ. Starting afresh from Christ 

means once again finding one's first love, the inspiring spark which first gave rise to the 

following. The primacy of love is his. The following is only a response in love to the love of 

Godò
3
. 

 

Consecrated life is all directed to this end, as is mentioned in Article.86 of the Constitution. 

Everyone then continue by inserting something in the lines of a personal project of life. But 

"Starting afresh from Christ", "rooted and grounded in love" (Eph 3:17), is a matter of life 

or death of our religious life, and of our character of Leonardians.  

 

¶ Each of us can say with amazement that he met the Lord and from that meeting 

comes a new morality, a relationship with people and things "measured" on him and 

that leads to Him?  

 

¶ Our communities are really "places" of meeting with the Lord, experienced and seen 

in our fraternal communion? 

 

¶ If Christianity is propagated by "attraction" why we fail to fascinate others to choose 

to do the same?  

  

2.2.  Christ as the principle for judgment and action  
  

He recommended his disciples to keep "before their eyes and minds only the honor, 

service and glory of Jesus Christ Crucified", and, as a good pharmacist used to 

administering doses, he added using a precise reference: "lift up your hearts a little 

higher to God and with him measure all things".  

(Benedict XVI)  

 

The saint does not himself to say that the doctor only can cure the men and can guide from 

the bondage of the sin to the liberation of the spirit, but above all to be exact he pointed out 

as our exclusive measure in order to assess the totality of our becoming with its lights and 

inevitable shadows: ñLift up your hearts a little higher to God and with Him measure all 

things"
4
. 

 

From the encounter with Jesus comes a new morality, which is a way of dealing with reality 

as determined by him. This view eliminates all morality proactive (duty for duty, discipline 

as effort), and on the way it becomes an unbearable burden.  If reality is measured by Christ 

and you choose to live "in the measure Christ", you understand and, above all, you can  to 

do the things otherwise it is impossible.  In fact, as stated in Article 13 of our Constitutions 

ñTo follow Christ constantly obliges us to unify our own life and will to His, to adhere to 

Him with our whole being, assimilating His mind and sentiments until! the complete 

identification is attained by total openness to the action of the Holy Spiritò.   

  

                                                           
3
 Starting afresh from Christ, n. 21. 22. 

4
 Vittorio Pascucci, Lettere di un Fondatore, Ed. S. Marco-Lucca, Lucca, 2007. 
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¶ Do you think this wonderful lesson of our Founder is quite unsettled in our common 

mentality?  

 

¶ The experience of our vows, also comes from this single measure which is the 

experience of Christ, chaste, poor and obedient?  How much strong and clear the 

Christological nature of our consecrated life? Are they an immediate reference to 

Christ?  

 

¶ What do you think about our profession of evangelical counsels to make as 

prophetical and more readable by the faithful as an authentic life in Christ?  

  

2.3.  The love of Christ true principle of reform  
 

Out of love for Christ he worked tirelessly to purify the Church, to make her more 

beautiful and holy. He realized that every reform should be made within the Church 

and never against the Church In this, St John Leonardi was truly extraordinary and 

his example is ever timely.   

 (Benedict XVI)  

 

Without loving Christ, the true principle of personal and communal reform, fed by charity, 

falls nell'introversione, inevitable of the weak ego, conservative and defensive of oneself, 

ñthe need to take centre stage; an exaggerated insistence on personal well-being, whether 

physical, psychological or professional; a preference for individual work or for prestigious 

and "signed" work; the absolute priority of one's personal aspirations and one's own 

individual path, regardless of others and with no reference to the communityò
5
. 

 

¶ In an ambience of reflux individualistic and bourgeois which also influences we 

religious need to go back to reflect on the fact that: "the essential contribution that 

the Church expects from Consecrated life is more of being than doing "(Benedict 

XVI).  Our identity and our apostolate as religious derive from the union with God 

which is the only ñnecessary thingò, that which shapes and develops the spiritual life 

and apostolic activities.  

 

¶ The purpose of personal sanctification is the first and inseparable from sanctifying 

others (the generous apostolate) (cf. Constitution n. 1), should be in the centre of our 

personal interests and congegazionali. 

 

¶ How our communities to carry out the apostolate organize, plan, establish times, 

places, strategies, tasks ... consequently we must do likewise to help as Community 

in the sanctification, " utilizing  a true and proper pedagogy of personal sanctity  and 

of the community, firmly anchored in the rich ecclesial tradition and to dialogue with 

the present times ".  

 

 

 
                                                           
5
 Fraternal life in the Community, n.39. 
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2.4  With the Virgin Mary in the heart   
 

Besides the Face of Christ, St John fixed his gaze on the motherly face of Mary. The 

One whom he chose to be Patroness of his Order was for him a teacher, sister and 

mother, and he experienced her constant protection.   

Benedict XVI  
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 3.  Therapy:   

      Taking medicine  
 

 

"after  taking out blood and taking syrup it is necessary to take out the putrid; which is done 

with medicine, which, almost, is bitter. Like that here we have to take the medicine of the 

Holy Penanceò (Cf. Sermoni, p.148).  

 

¶ LIFE IN CHRIST 

 

The Word of God meditated and shared, the sacramental life which drive from the 

Eucharist and Reconciliation and the personal prayer reinforce us in our poverty. On this 

issue we are invited to reflect that how better we can nourish personally and as community 

to the first and irreplaceable of life in abundance that is Life in Christ. 

  

¶ LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY 

 

Evidently the communion is the goal and the Discipline is a means to achieve it.  If it is 

imaginable and experienced as a rule of love, discipline is valuable support to the fraternal 

relations; avoids the arbitrary disruptive, individualism without responsibility towards 

others, the disunity (1 Cor 13:1-11).  How to design and implement the personal discipline 

and of the community for the service of fraternal life? We take care of physical health, 

without wondering about the problems, and we will not do the same for human health and 

relational? What are the choices and steps we take to care about the essential conditions 

provided by our Constitution for community life (house with its own space physical and 

relational, an agreeable schedule but non-formal, a project that would promote the various 

dimensions of life and living together, ect.,)  How to revive the role of Superior and the 

service of authority?  

 

¶ LIFE IN THE CHURCH 

 

St. John Leonardi had a mystical vision of the Church: it is Christôs presence in the history.  

It is very important for us to live in communion with the Church from where starts and goes 

our lives.  What are the choices and relationships can ensure greater sense of belonging, 

participation, loyalty to the life of Universal Church and that of the local?  
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4.  Ready for life:   

     Making radical choices and courage in the ñjubilee Styleò.  
 

 

Only Saints, men and women who let themselves be guided by the divine Spirit, ready 

to make radical and courageous decisions in the light of the Gospel, renew the Church 

and make a crucial contribution to building a better world.  

 (Benedict XVI)  

The courage that permits us to make radical choices in the light of the Gospel is not taking 

risk but is our submissiveness to the action of the Holy Spirit. Renovation and innovative 

choices not only in our fidelity to our charism but also in our creativity. The experience 

accumulated in the Jubilee Year can offer us ways possible and daring, as we have seen, 

involve and excite both we and our laity.  

 

With same words that reflects a moment of great joy experienced by our Holy Founder in 

1604, we can also say for the Jubilee year which we have concluded: "I think that this may 

say to us "annus benedictionis et retributionis" because in all places aroused remarkable 

benefits "(Letter of 6 August 1604).  And, just as then, even today, after the providential 

experience of the Jubilee, the warning of our Founder remains the same: "all these 

opportunities are to transform ourselves from head to foot "(ibid.).  

 

The vigour of asceticism of St. John Leonardi does not allow us to remain in a complacent, 

as futile remembrance of a good that we have experienced.  the fruitfulness of this jubilee 

year must be the total renewal of every religious, which leads us to make radical choices 

and to be courageous in the manner of jubilee.  

 

¶ Charism and Leonardian family: 

A gift to be loved, to be lived and to be transmitted.  We must question ourselves on 

the fidelity and continued growth in spiritual and apostolic life, in harmony with the 

charism of St. John Leonardi, our "form and reason for being in the Church" (1 Cor 

12,4-21).  How to increase the spiritual identification, belongingness and the unity of 

our Leonardian family?  

 

¶  Ideas after the Jubilee. the attractive and good life of the community 

 

¶ Considering the vocational formation and forms of promotion, attractive and good 

community life is the first sign of vocations (Acts 4:32-35).  It is true that there are 

many social and ecclesial reasons that conditions vocations to our Leonardian family 

and these combine with the personal and congregational. We however react to the 

temptations of distrust and disengagement for the sake of the Church and the Order. 

What mentality and attitudes we should cultivate in us as Leonardians?  What 

attitudes to develop and what steps to take to raise the quality of vocations and the 

attractiveness of our personal lives, of our communities and of our activities?  

 

¶ Towards the International Students House for specialization in Rome (style, mission, 

identity, relationships with the local community and the Parish, etc.)  
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¶ Starting afresh from Stella: Centre of Marian spirituality and OMD studies;  

Campitelli Marian and Leonardian Shrine.  

 

¶ At present our parish and the role of religious: witness, minister, Formater according 

to our charism. To identify and develop at least two parishes and on which to 

experiment new style of pastoral and open ourselves to the new vocational 

experiences and on which to concentrate.  

 

¶ Distinction between administrative management of the works and the role of the 

community.  In many works, especially in Chile where we have long been 

established structures of great human value and spiritual, the management is very 

complex and few religious are able to recruit adequately.  Moreover, we cannot leave 

only the laity for the administration as competent, without ensuring a religious in 

making decisions as the guarantor. How is it to be done? How better we can 

concentrate on our communities in its specific role of Apostolic life? 
 


